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Build new opportunities for 
fostering the positive 

sustainability impacts of trade 
supported by improved design 

and framing of trade policy 
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Work Package 4 

Objective 
& 

research question: 
to explore the existing 

relationships between trade and 
sustainability through detailed, 

country- and crop-specific case 
studies

Task 4.2 

Vietnam

Ghana

The TRADE4SD project



Topic EVFTA

Type of 
agreement

Comprehensive Free Trade Agreement
  (FTA)

Enforcement 
date August 2020

Tariff 
provisions

Elimination of 99% of all tariffs;  Immediate removal of ~65% of duties on EU 
exports to Vietnam; phased removal  over 10 years

Development 
focus

Emphasizes intellectual property rights, investment protection, sustainable 
development, and geographical indications

Sustainable
  provisions Strong focus on labour rights, environmental protection, and high standards

Geographical 
indications

Vietnam agrees to protect 169 EU geographical indications; recognition and 
protection of many Vietnamese GIs.

The EVFTA at a glance
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The sustainability issues have been framed within the context of the United Nations' Agenda 2030, 
selecting 7 specific Sustainable Development Goals 

Matrix construction 

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
We are going to explain how we collected information to have a complete view of the challenges of the sectors and how we framed them within the context of Agenda 2030.
The table is not meant to be read in detail (that’s why it is in very small characters), it will be used to explain the whole process (first the selection of SDGs and then the building of the matrix which helped us collect information/data from the custodian agencies. The info were then validated and completed by the Ghanaian team.) 



Starting from each selected SDG we developed two questionnaires composed of both close-ended and opened questions. 
The questionnaires are divided in four main sections: economic, social and environmental sections, plus one specific 

section on certifications.

Example:

Survey design and structure





Selected villages/areas:
• Dong Son 
• Hiep Thanh 
• Thanh Phu Long 

Selected villages/areas:
• Houng Tho Phu
• Que My Thanh

• Dai Lao
• Loc Thanh 
• Loc Tan 

Selected villages/areas:

Selected villages/areas:
• Dong Son 

110 105 117

Interviewed farmers:  

12 5 9

Interviewed stakeholders:  



Economic sustainability Social  sustainability Environmental sustainability 

- Gender inequality (farm 
size, hazardous tasks, 
training, salaries, credit)

- Limited use of PPE when 
applying pesticides 

- High reliance on informal 
labour

- Low income for farmers due to 
low profitability

- Low bargaining power due to 
small-scale production for

 
and a lack of foreign market 
diversification and a cooperative 
system for 

- Low certification uptake due to 
costs and technical support

- GHG emissions and soil 
degradation

- Lack of water-efficient farming 
practices

- Overuse of synthetic  
pesticides and fertilisers 

Sustainability challenges of rice, tea and dragon fruit value chains

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
��



Recommended sustainability actions

Economic sustainability Social  sustainability Environmental sustainability 

Targeted policies to facilitate 
women’s land inheritance rights.

Women empowerment

Reinforce the gender-responsive 
policies to address gender gap 

(education, farm roles, salaries) 
and increase the awareness of 

the existence of regulations.

Land access and use

Policy measures to make access 
to land and rights more 

transparent.

Farm efficiency

Sector measures to improve the 
efficiency of the farms, such as 
better use of production factors 

and input management, financial 
support, and technical skills.

Broader adoption of quality 
standards, trade incentives, 
fostering collaboration with 

international partners.

Supply chain functioning

Workers’ rights, education and 
training

Enhance the cooperatives’ 
membership to foster more 

transparent work conditions and 
improve technical skills, 

knowledge management and 
trade opportunities.

Reduction of agrochemical 
pollution

Strengthen the undergoing shift in the 
agricultural sector toward 

agroecological practices through 
targeted tools and policies,  financial 

aid and technical capacity building 
addressed to all producers. 

Encourage integrated farming systems 
(i.e. rice-fish system) to boost 

productivity while conserving natural 
habitats through targeted policies and 

incentives.
Provide technical assistance to adapt 

and address water scarcity through 
infrastructure investments. 

Water management 



The role of trade in the process

• Commitment to transparency and support for local 
Vietnamese stakeholders in meeting EVFTA-related 
standards and requirements through targeted 
capacity-building at institutional and sectoral level.

• Strengthen EU–Vietnam cooperation on 
sustainable trade through dedicated product 
Taskforces involving stakeholders from the entire 
value chain, to voice needs, coordinate actions, and 
ensure fair and effective trade under the EVFTA.

• Enhance institutional and scientific cooperation 
between Vietnam and the EU to improve alignment 
with EVFTA-required policy measures and standards.

• Boost cooperation and dialogue mechanisms 
instituted by EVFTA TSD chapter (n.13) to support the 
implementation of EU’s sustainability regulation.

From the EU side: 



• Effective dissemination of EVFTA-relevant 
information across all levels of the value chain to 
ensure full and inclusive participation.

• Boost adoption of international voluntary 
sustainability standards to strengthen 
competitiveness under the EVFTA, increase 
bargaining power in EU destination markets, and 
create appeal for European consumers who 
prioritize quality and product origin.

• Ensure that price premiums and 
certification benefits reach final farmers, not only 
upstream actors. Cooperatives play a key role in 
promoting fair value distribution.

• Encourage the adoption of Geographical 
Indication (GI) products, already protected under 
the EVFTA, to enhance visibility and quality 
recognition in the EU market, ensuring fair 
distribution of added value along the supply chain

From the Vietnam side: 



Thank You!

connect with us

For more information

Visit https://www.trade4sd.eu/  

Or contact
 Ilenia Manetti ilenia.manetti@crea.gov.it Federica Morandi federica.morandi@crea.gov.it

 

https://www.trade4sd.eu/
mailto:ilenia.manetti@crea.gov.it
mailto:federica.Morandi@crea.gov.it
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